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RIJEHEX/UHITE HOUSE PRIORITY 4 04 ' 
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E X D I 3 . • •. 

DEPTEL 2513 ' 

MACV LETTER OF INSTRUCTIONS' CLIO) DATED MAY 5 TO CG HI MaRIN^ ' 
EXPEDITIONARY FORCE (NOW CALLED III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE -MA*) 
■ScTS FORTH FOLLOWING MISSION: QUOTE: IN GENERAL RENDER COMBAT 
SUPPORT TO RVNAF, IN COORD IN AT ION , WIT H CG, I CORPS, PARTICIPATE 
IN OR PROVIDE FOR THE DEFENSE OF HUE-PHU BAl, Da NaNG, AND 
CHU Lai airfields and ancillary FACILITIES. MANINTAIN THE CAPaBT 
CrN 3703 2160 404 9 25.13 CLOI) 5 CG III III MaF RVNAF CG I 
HUE-PHU BaI DA NANG CHU LAI ' ' ' ■ 


432A . J - -9- P C E C R E 


Page two rumjir 

TO CONDUCT, ON ORDER,, DEEP PATROLLING AND OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS 
AND RESERVE /REACT ION OPERATIONS IN COORD IN AT ION WITH CG , I 

n8 R rX*' 3E SPARED to EXECUTE US CONTINGENCY PLANS AS DIRECTED 
BY CCMUSMACV. UNQUOTE. 


CG 


173RD AIRBORNE BR I GaDE USES SAME 


MACV LOI OF MAY 5 TO 

LANGUAGE, STIPULATING COORDINATION WITH CG , III CORPS, 
.ASSIGNING RESPONSIBILITY. FOR DEFENSE OF 3IEN H0.4 AND 
-AIRFIELDS AND ANCILLARY FACILITIES. 


AND 
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T or SE-eRET ' 

-2- 3703, May 9, from Saigon 


RECOMNJAlSsL.rF E ^vn -? E 11 » US UNITS, WILL LAUNCH UNILATERAL 

fotces m n S5oi A 5 D n ~ h -* N!,IVE GYRATIONS against VC BASES and 
A^ER rmpftSS-T-M DiL f iGNATED AREAS O^SIDE THE BASIC TAOR, 

■RVNAF UNIT S 1 ^ AREA OOOM ANDERS AND FROM WHICH 

scope of oPER^ir^l i ? E S? v ??,«? H l5n WITS sufficiently experienced, 

IN ADJACENT BnT^FP^P^-” 3 - TNOREaSED TO INCLUDE ARVN FORCES 
pdowVp- ^: N1 -U SaPARAj c. lAOR’S, IN STAGE IH. nS nNTTq UT1 1 

AND RESERVED- .* ^ C^OPI TO RVNAF TO INCLUDE SEARCH AND DESTROY 

Z * v _ ^ ion operations on request of arvn* area commanders 

Tb- U T M -? tN APPROVED BY CORPS COMM ANDERS. AIRBORNE LOl' ST I PULATES 
v^v rt l£UF AGE 111 OOM US'IACV , IN COORDINATION WITH HIGH COMMAND, 
oir' GRDER 173RD 10 OOND UCT SEARCH AND DESTROY OR RESERVE 
REACTION 0 _PaR AT IG MS, EITHER UNILATERAL OR COMBINED, OUTSIDE 


INITIAL ELEMENTS OF III MAP 
UNITS OPERATING 
MAY, AND COPIES 


CSTH MEB) NOW IN STAGE II. OTHER 
IN STAGE I. DETAILS FOLLOW IN MACV’S 080700Z ' 
OF LOI'S BEING POUCHED. 


BOTH LOI'S CONTAIN FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE WHICH MAY BE 
OF INTEREST. TO ADDRESSEES: .• - 

”as a matter of policy, us forces will not be placed under' 

.THE COMMAND OF OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF ALLIED COMMANDERS, 

NOR IS THE GVN PREPARED TO ACCEPT THE OPERAT ION AL CONTROL OF 
Up COMMANDERS, ' HOWEVER, THIS RESTRICTION IS NOT INTENDED 
TO PRECLUDE T HE TEMPORARY T ACT I CAL DIRECTION OF US FORCES BY - 
COMMANDERS UNDER PARTICULAR CIRCUMSTANCES SO WARRANTING 
OR_THE TEMPORARY TACTICAL DIRECTION OF RVNAF BY US COMMANDERS 
UNDER SIMILAR CIRCUMSTANCES WHEN MUTUALLY AGREED BY THE APPROPR lA T E 
COMMANDERS. NATIONAL COMMAND INTEGRITY WILL BE MAINTAINED AT 

£ EL J- EVELS » matters of this nature which cannot be resolved 

BY SUBCORD INAISS US COMMANDERS WILL BE REFERRED TO CCMUSMACv." 

TAYLOR ’ ' 

BT • 
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